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One of the last acts of the elector's life was calculated
to teach German Protestants to look upon Brandenburg
as their leader and protector. In 1685 L°uis
FJeecSreand XIV. revoked the Edict of Nantes, by which a
tionof the" certain measure of toleration had been secured
Edict of to the French Protestants. Frederick William
Nantes. rep!jed to this arbitrary act by the Edict of
Potsdam, which offered a home in Brandenburg to any of
the Protestants who could effect their escape. This bold
measure threatened to disturb the friendly relations which
had hitherto subsisted between Brandenburg and France,
and rendered a close alliance with Austria necessary for the
former, and thus perhaps explains—what otherwise seems
unaccountable—the elector's renunciation for a trifling
equivalent of his really considerable Silesian claims.
The Silesian claims were twofold. In the first place
there was a claim on the duchies of Liegnitz, Brieg, and
The Silesian Wohlau, which according to an old agreement
claims of ought to have fallen to Brandenburg in 1675.
burg- eLieg- In 1537 Joachim II., Elector of Brandenburg,
nitz-	had made with the Duke of Liegnitz an Erbver-
briiderung, or compact of inheritance, by which if the
duke's line should die out his duchies of Liegnitz, Brieg,
and Wohlau were to go to Brandenburg, and in like
manner, if the electoral Hohenzollern line should become
extinct, certain fiefs of Brandenburg were to go to Lieg-
nitz. Similar arrangements were frequently made by
German princes ; but the then Emperor, Ferdinand I., who
was also King of Bohemia, protested against this one, on
the ground that the dukes of Liegnitz had voluntarily
constituted themselves vassals of the Bohemian Crown
about two centuries before. That they had done so was
perfectly true, but their right to dispose of their territories
as they pleased had always been acknowledged, and it
seems that Ferdinand had no right whatever to interfere

